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PRE55 STATEMENT FROM THE PREMIER (MR. DUNSTAN) . 
8/10/71. 
SUBJECT; RELEASE OF CHARLES MARTIN. 
The National Service objector, Charles Martin, was this 
afternoon released from Cadell Training Centre, the Premier 
(Mr. Dunstan) announced today. 
Mr. Dunstan said that this followed the enactment in Federal 
Parliament last night of a Bill to provide for the reduction 
of the period of full time National Service to 18 months. 
The Bill made specific provision in relation to men currently 
imprisoned for the offence of failure to report for National 
Service to the effect that they were eligible for release on 
completion of 18 months imprisonment less the normal remissions 
for good behaviour. 
"Charles Martin was a prisoner of conscience and should not 
have been imprisoned. 
"My Government accepted this and made numerous attempts to secure 
his early release. 
"Constitutionally however we were unable to do this and despite 
many appeals which I made to the Prime Minister it is only now 
after amendment to the Act that this has been accepted. 
"Notwithstanding the fact that my Government and the A.L.P. 
is still totally opposed to the amended National Service Act it 
is grateful that this has enabled Charles Martin's release at an 
earlier date than would have previously applied. 
"However, the fact that Charles Martin has been released should 
not assuage the conscience of the people of Australia, or the 
Government they elect, since nothing will serve to give back to 
Charles Martin the 18 months of unjust and immoral imprisonment 
which he has suffered." 
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